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ExoD. XX. Part of thels/b and 6b Ver. + 


.--- For I the Lord thy God am a zealous God, 
oi/tting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate me : 

eAnd ſhewing mercy unto thouſands of them 
that love me, and keep my command- 
ments. 


T E Solemnity of this Day requires, 
= that our Faculties ſhould be em- 
ployed m humble,and joyful, Ac- 
knowledgntents for the greateſt of National 
BlefJings, conferred upon us in the Re/tora- 
ton of our King, and the Re-e//abli/bhment of 
our Church. And nothing can fo thorough- 
ly awaken a Senſe of Gratitude in Us, as a 
RecolleQion of thoſe dreadful and inteſtine 
Calamities, thoſe irreligious Confuſions, 
which the Sins of our Forefathers had 
brought upon themſelves and this Nation 
by their anti-monarchical Principles and 
unchriſtian Pra&tice. Thoſe Principles, 
which diſpos'd them not to render 70 Cefar 
the T hings, which are Ceſar's, ſoon dil- 
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penſed with Them from rendring t0.God the 
Things, which are God's, Hencearoſe that 
Spirit of Rebellion and Enthuſiaſm, Delu- 
fion and Hypocriſy, which prompted and 
puſh'd them on to injure and affront the 
divine Majeſty by a cruel and inhuman 
Treatment of his Anointed, and a Depra- 
vation and Corruption of the Purity of his 
Wortfhip. Theſe are the two Points,in which 
his Honour ſeems to be peculiarly plac ; 
and 'tis That, of which He appeared in a 
more remarkable Manner jealous, when 
array d in all the Pomp of Majeſty, He de- 
livered his Laws from the Mount ; which 
is the Matter of the only two Command- 
ments in the Tables, that have. expreſs 
Curſes annexd to the Breach of Them: in 
the One of which He threatens Puniſhment 
upon every /rdzvidual, who ſhall diſhonour 
his holy Name, in the Other He denounces 
Judgments upon 7 hem and their Poferzty, 
who ſhall derogate from his Glory by the 
Honour of the Creature, by falſe Worſhip 
or Superſtition. And if we conſider what 
a Medley Religion was reform'd into un- 
der the Notion of recifying and adjuſting 
the Modes of Worſhip, if we refte& how 


the Laws of the Almighty were trampled 
| upon 
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upon for the Sake of his great and ſacred 
Name, if we recolle& the Barbarity, Inhu- 
manity. and Murders, which were com- 
mitted by our Forefathers under the ſhew 
of Juſtice and Religion, the Mockery and 
contemptuous Inſult of the divine Majeſty 
will be moſt glaringin theEye ofourReaſon, 
and will convince Us (whatſoever the Po- 
litical Morives of their Actions were) that 
They were guilty of a notorious Breach of 
theſe Commandments, and by that Means 
ſubjeQRed Themſelyes and their Poſterity to 
the Penalty annexd to them. It 1s not 
ſtrange in theſe Days of Profaneneſs and 
Libertiniſin, if Men diſpute the Word of 
God it Self: but with thoſe, whoſe Reaſon 
1s their Guide, and the Scripture their 
Rule, there 1s no Doubt of the Foundati- 
on of that Doarine, which. enforces the 
Laws of Righteouſneſs upon a Nation for 
Fear of entailing the Judgments of God up- 
on the deſcending Generations; ſince God 
himſelf, not mediately by his Prophets, 
but by his own proper Voice has declared. 
to Mankind, that He will 77/77 the Sins of 
the Fathers upon the Children, This then 
is a Point, which admits of no Debate: but 
the Matter to be diſcuſs d by the Expound- 

| AS ers 
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ers of God's Word 1s theNature and Extent 
of this Penalty. - That I may fuit the Words 
to the Occaſion I ſhall purſue the following 
Method. 


#ir$J, I SHALL explain the former Part 
of the Text, and ſhew what 1s meant by 
Viſiting the Sins of the Fathers upon 
the Children, and when and how far this 
Puniſhment 1s inflicted. 

Secondly, I SHALL ſhew the great In- 
ducement , we have to Love Him and 
keep his Commandments from the Pro- 
miſe of his Mercy in the latter Part of 
the Text, and particularly for That con- 
terr'd upon this Nation in the Bleflings 
of this Day. 

La /y, I SHALL make Concluſions 


Fir/t, I a M to explain ec. 

'T1s needleſs to expatiate upon the 
Import of the Expreſſion, by which God 
has given a SanEtion to this Law. To * v/i7 
For Sims 1s no Doubt to ſend the Puni/b- 
ments upon Offenders due for Them ; ac- 
cordingly when our Saviour tells the Para- 
lytick, that Hzs Sins were forgwen Him t, 


(*) Vifitiag, according to the Sept. Ver. amis recompenſ/ing. 
T Mark 2. v.5. We 
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we find he was immediately reſtored and 
releaſed from that Malady,which his Tranſ- 
grefſions were preſumed to haye called for 
and deſerved. And ſo the Church explains 
it in its Service for the Sick. Whether this 
Sickneſs was ſent unto You to correct and 
amend in You whatſoever doth offend the 
Eyes of your Heavenly Father-----* Know 
You certainly that it is God's Y7/tattion. 
And: as He. Viſits every /1d:ividual for his 
own Per/onal Sins, ſo-doth. He greater and 
leſler Societies for the Sins of the Body Col- 
{eftive. Thus: the audacious Wickedneſs 
of E/i's Sons, and his own {ſinful Lenity 
was. /7/ized by temporal Judgments upon 


W the Family - and the whole Jew:/b Nation 


upon its Reyolts and Diſobedience was fre- 
quently reduced by the terrible Admoni- 
tions of the Sword, Captivity, Famine and 
Peſtilence. And ſince this is a Sanftion of 
a mpral Law, and a moral Law has an eter- 
nal Obligation in Reaſon ; notwithſtanding 
it was delivered to the Jews, it will equal- 
ly extend to Chr:$:ans ; and the Puniſh- 
ment at the good Pleaſure of God will be 
conſequent upon the Breach of it. Every 
Kingdom and Nation is, tho' not ſo imme- 


* The Order changed. 


diately 
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diately as the Jewiſh,under the Providential 
Government of'the King of Kings :: and 
as Hegoverns in our as well as Mercy, if 
there are $/zs whichare properly ſtiled Nz- 
t:0nal in contradiſtinftion toPer/onal, there 
are no Doubt Puni/bments, which are 


-properly ſo too. And fince at the grand: 


*Tribunal every one'is to anſwer for the 
Deeds done in his own Body, and all Po- 
Hitical Bodies will then be diflolved ; it will 
follow that the Sins of Communities will 
be purſued with Judgments here, and that, 
like their Continuance, their Puniſhment 
will be Temporal. 

\ To ſpecity Sins of this Kind 1s not very 
Difficult. For every /mmorality, which 
it is the End of Government to reſtrain ; 
and which every [nd:v:4ual, who practiſes 


it, muſt as ſuch account for at the laft Day, 


will if it grows contagious, if it infects the 
Society, and ſpreads Untverſally, provoke 
the Divine -Vengeance upon'the Conmmun:- 
Zy. Nay the wiſe Governour of all Things 
has ſo ordered it, that They have a Natu- 
ral Puniſhment attending Them.; and pub- 
lick Vices, like private ones with Refpect 
to the Natural Body, tend in their Con- 
ſequences to the Difſolution and DeſtruRi- 
on 
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on of the Body Politick. Moreover the Al- 
mighty has in expreſs Revelation declared, 
that He will Y// for theſe Things. If my 
People for ſake my Law, and walk not in. 
my Judgments. If they break my Statutes, 
and keep not my Commandments. Then will 
I vi/it their Tranſereſſin with the Rod, and 
their Iniquity with Stripes, Pſal. the lxxxix. 
Ver. 3O, 3I, 32. 

Bur there are ſome Crimes, which do: 
not ſo naturally in Themſelyes tend to the - 
DeſtruQion of Society by enervating and 
weakning the Members; which yer have 
generally been followed by the Marks of. 
the divine Fury and Vengeance, and the 
more viſible Interpoſitions of his Vindicive 
Power. Idolatry for inſtance, which is - 
the Sin forbidden in the Commandment, of 
which the Text 1s a Part, tho' it 15 an Ar- 
gument of a beſotted Mind in the People, 
yet tends not to ſuch Vices, unleſs by Ac- 
cident, as like Luxury and Debauchery, 
prey internally upon the Vitals of the State: 
and therefore the Almighty's Hand 1s more 
viſible in its Puniſhment, which vindicates 
his injur'd Majeſty upon ſuch Nations moſt | 
fignally as having known Him reyolt from 
their Obedience : and that either by an _ 
: ternal, 
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ternal, human Force, or the Sword of the 


deſtroying Angel, and the Artillery of | 


Heayen. 
. MURDER 1s another Sin of a like dread- 
ful Conſequence with the former. By that 
we rob Him of his Glory in emmaking io our 
Selves a graven [mage,and by bowing down, 
and worſhipping a created Being-: by This 
we. violate and deface His own [mage, and 
diſhonour Hi by diſhonouring the Crea- 
zZare, As the former when it takes Place 
of the true and eſtabliſhed Religion, 1s pro- 
perly the Sin of the People, who are ſup- 
poſed to receive and embrace it ; becauſe 
Religion 1s the grand Cement of Society, 
which it has in common with its Laws: ſo 
the latter, when it 1s committed under 
the Cognizance of the State, when it 1s exe- 
cuted by theAuthority of the Nation, muſt 
needs be one of the grofleſt National Sins, 
and will conſequently ſubject it to this Pe- 
nalty. This our Saviour bears Teſtimony 
to when He tells the Phariſees : * That the 
Blood of all the Prophets, which was /bed 
From the Foundation of the World, ſbould be 
required of their Generation. 

ANOTHER Sin of this Complexion 1s 
Rebellion againſt our lawful Governours. i 


(©) Lake 11. v. 50. (Þ) Pſal. 105+ v. 15. Touch 
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Touth not mine - Anointed, ſays the Holy 
- Spirit, and do my Prophets no Harm. If 
God will P7/# for the Injuries and Blood of 
his Prophets, He will no Doubt do it for 
general Crimes and Offences againſt the 
facred Majeſty of Kzngs. They are his Re- 
preſentatives upon Earth ; and whilſt un- 
der Him they ena& Laws, execute Juſtice, 
diſpenſe Mercy, and approve Themſelves 
the 1M:nifers of God in the Courſe of their 
Adminiſtration, notwithſtanding ſome few 
Failures and Political Overfights, to wreſt 
away the Sword, which They bear for the 
Puniſhment of evil Doers, 1s highly crimi. 
nal, andis in the moſt proper Senſe a z4- 
tonal Sin, and next to Idolatry of the moſt 
' deep and crimſon Dye. It is a Sin, which 
1s generally puniſh'd in its own Succeſs ; 
and as /dol/atry is at the greateſt Remove 
from the rue Wor/bip, this is moſt direly 
oppoſed to Government, which the God of 
Order is concerned to maintain: its Aim 1s 
to ſap the Foundation of Government, and 
its Effeas are Devaſtation, Bloodſhed, 
 FaQtions, Diſorder, Confu/ion and every 
evil Work. 
A RecolleRion of the Facts of our Fore- 
fathers during the Uſurpation, which _ 
s 
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big with Theſe and other 'Crimes- of the 
moſt black and difinal Aſpe&t, will fuffici- 
ently prove the Juſtice of the Almighty 
Vengeance in the Puniſhment of theſe 
Kingdoms, 

WHarT is the Extent of this Puni/h. 
ment, 1s the next Thing to be diſcuſsd un- 
der this Head : which may in ſome Mea- 
ſure be determined by an Explication of the 
Terms immediately following the Denun- 
ciation of God's Judgment ; which it is ſaid 
ſhall pur/ue the Children unto the third and 
fourth Generation * of them that hate him. 
Here ſeem to be two Limitations of the 
Puniſhment threaten'd ; the one with Re- 
ſpe& to the Dnrazion, the other with Re- 
lation to the Qua/ies of the Subzeds ſpeci- 
fied. By. the zhird and fourth Generation, 
according to the moſt learned and diſcern- 
ing Expoſitors, is meant Thoſe, whom 
oftending Parents may be ſuppoſed to ſee 
deſcending from them as far, as the utmoſt 
Age of Man extends ; and for that Reaſon 
may aQuually partake of the ſame Guilt, 
and be inyolved in the ſame Sin with them. 
And by Thoſe, who hate Him, are meant 
Thoſe, who actually are fo involvd. 


._ * According to Hebr. Text, to Them. 
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 FroM whence we may infer that thoſe 
Childrev, who do not hate Him, are not 
ſubjze& to this Penalty ever to the third 
and fourth Generation,and much leſs thoſe, 

who are at a greater Remove. 
 Trm1s Propoſition will be corroborated, 
if we confider that it doth not at all accord 
with the infinite Juſtice of God, or His 
uſual merciful Proceedings with Mankind, 
or. his wonted gracious Diſpenſations, to 
vaindicate the Honour of his injured Majeſty 
upon Thoſe, who revere it, and to puniſh 
the Sins of real Tranſgreflors upon Thoſe, 
who walk in His Statutes, and obſerve His 
Laws. For the End of ſuch a Viſitation 1s 
Correction ; but where there is not the Sin 
to which the Penalty is annex'd, there can 
be no Corretion ; nor can the Honour of 
God be vindicated in ſuch Points, in which, 
and upon thoſe Perſons, by whom it has 
not been injurd. Beſides the Sandons of 
God's Laws are Rewards as well as Prunib- 
ments; and there is no Way propoſed to 
ſecure them but by Obedience : and it can- 
not be ſuppaſed, that They, who pay this 
Obedience ſhall be loaded and burden d with 
Pains and Penalties, becaule they are the 
Children of Parents, who haye merited 
B 2 Them, 
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Them, and who were immoral, idolatrous; 
bloodthirſty and rebellious. God declared 
to Abraham, upon his Interceſſion for the 
Cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, that had 
even * ten righteous Perſons been found 
there, He would not have deSirozed it for 
Ten's Sake. And thence we conclude, 
that if God in his temporal Viſitations doth 
often hold back his Hand, and ſpare the 
Wicked for the Sake of the Righteous ; that 
it 1s not at all agreeable to his Nature to 
puniſh the Rzghreous upon account of the 
Hicked. But 1s not this inconſiſtent with 
the Scheme of both Teſtaments? Is not 
the Puniſhment of our firſt Parent entail d 
upon the whole Race; and was not the 
ſecond Adam wounded for our Sins and 
bruiſed for our Iniquity, who himſelf knew 
no Sin, neiuther was Guile found in his 
Mouth ? To this it may be ſufficient briefly 
to reply, that in the former Caſe the Ev/ 
of Sx 1s entailed as well as that of .Puni/b- 
ment ; and that the One 1s a Conſequence 
of the Other : 1n the latter, that it is an 
extraordinary AC of Mercy in its myſteri- 
ous Contrivance, and beyond the uſual Me- 
thods of his dealing with Us; and that even 


" © Ge. 28, 'v. 33; 
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' here too, tho' He had no Sin, He was 
made . Sin for Us, before He ſuffered its 
Puniſhment ; that what He ſuffered was 
Yoluntarily undergone, and therefore can 
be of no Weight, when urged againſt the 
Doctrine we are now adyancing, that it 
doth not ſeem agreeable to the Juſtice of 
the Almighty, who ſent his only begotten 
Son into the World to redeem Mankind 
from eternal Miſery, to viſit the Children. 
with temporal Puniſhment for their Fa- 
thers Sins, who haye not merited it by 
Sins of their own. 

THE Inſtances in Scripture which ſeem 
to favour the adverſe Doftrine fall within 
the Limitation of the Text, and will come 
under one Solution. In the Caſe of e.4hadb, 
who had polluted the Land with Idols, and 
ſtain'd it with the Blood. of the true Pro- 
phets,' the Lord withheld his Viſitation : 
and transferr'd it wholly to the next Gene- 
ration. Becauſe, ſays He, * Ahab humbleth 
himſelf before Me, I will not bring the Evil 
in his Days, but in his. Son's Days will 1 
bring this Evil upon his Houſe. But then 
we find that He walked in the Way of his 
Father in every Thing, except in his. Hu- 


* 1 Kings 21. v. 29. 
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miliation. Aben Ezra, a Jewiſh DoQtor 
and Expounder of the Law, gives this L:- 
mitation to the Words of the Text :: and in 
the 267h of Lep:zicus, where the Sins here 
mention'd are particularized,'tis obſeryable, 
that they are all along denounced cond:- 
tionally : If ye will not for all this hearken 
unto me, &c. then they, which are. left of 
you /hall pine away in your Enemies Land, 
and alſo in the Iniquittes of their Fathers 
ſhall they pine away. But if they confeſs 
their Iniquities and -1he Iniquittes of their 
Fathers ——then will [ remember my Cove: 
nant. . And when our Sayiour denounced 
God's Judgment upon the Jewiſh Nation: 
for the Blood of the Prophets, which their 
Fathers had perſecuted and ſlain, 'twas be- 
cauſe they filled up the Meaſure of their 
Fathers [niquity. Matt. xX1i. v. 32. 

Bur here a Difficulty may ariſe to the 
- Doarine thus ſtated from the Nazure of the 
Puniſhment to be inflited : which we find 
ſpecified in the moſt dreadful Ca/amzzres ; 
as Terror, Conſumption, the burning Ague, . 
Depopulation, Deva8tation, the Sword and 
Captivity. Now the nature of theſe Evils 
are ſuch, that they muſt fome of them be 
Univerſal : and ſome of Them are ſo _ 
| | ble, 
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ble, ſo contagious, ſo deftruative, and fo 
calamitous in their Eﬀffeas, as muſt ſcatter 
a promiſcuous Ruin, a Ruin ſo extenſive 
as will reach beyond the preſent ; and be 
felt unproyoked by the ſucceeding Genera- 
tions. And iffo, then the Children muſt 
of Courſe be Sufferers for the Sins of their 
Forefathers, which they could never aQu- 
ally be concerned in. But here I beg Leave 
to remark that there 1s a great deal of Diffe- 
rehce between ſuffering by, and being 
puniſhed for the Sins of our Fathers. The 
Evils of Famine, Peſtilence, Deyaſtation 

and Depopulation, cannot fo ſoon be re-- 

drefied to a Nation unleſs by a Miracle, . 

but that future Generations muſt partake _ 
the dire Efteas; but then theſe Evils are 
only conſequential of Judgments, and not 
Judicial in Themſelves, nor have They the 
formal Nature of Puniſhment in Them, 
fince that can only be juſtly inflited, where 
there is the Breach of fome Law. And 
this will appear to be no weak Diſtinaion, 
if we confider upon what Foundation it 
ftands. For thoſe Evils, which are ſent 
in a Judicial Way upon. the Parents, are 
the juſt Reward of their Deeds, who mult 
acquieſce in their Suffering ; whereas\,the 
Children, 
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Children, who have not done amiſs, tho' 
They may undergo Pains and Sorrow con- 
ſequent upon Them, yet they are to. be 
conſidered in the ſame Light as the Effes 
of thoſe Evils, which fall upon Good Men 
in the common Courſe of Providence; and 
which will be abundantly compenſated for 
to each of thoſe Sufferers here by an addi- 
tional Joy hereafter, 

WHAT 1s faid, I preſume, has cleared 
and confirmed the Propofition above in- 


ferred, That the Children of Tranſgreſlors, - 


who do not hate the Lord God, are not ſub- 
je to the Penalty in the Text. I ſhall con- 
clude this Head by obſerving, that neither 
doth 1t follow neceflarily from the Words 
and ſeeming Limitation, that They, who 
are beyond the zhird and fourth Generation 
ſhould not be viſited for the Sins of their 
Fathers, if They can and ſhould contract 
their Guilt. 

WHETHER they can or not 1s the only 
Thing diſputable; becauſe if They can, the 
ſame Guz/# muſt make. liable to the ſame 
Puniſhment. That Children ſo far removd 
as not to be cotemporaries can aQually 
commit the ſame Numerical Sin ts 1mpolli- 
ble 1n the Nature of the Thing : and _ 
ore 
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fore in that Senſe they cannot be promiſcu- 
aufly Guilty.: And if they commit the ſame 
$:n1n Specie,then it may ſeem that they are 
puniſhed for their o2v7 $7, and not-that of 
their Fathers: and this is the very Point, 
upon which the - whole - Matter turns. 
Now in.the Scripture Senſe the Children 
are v//zed for Both, For by actually com- 
mitting the ſame Sin in Specze They be- 
come promtſcuoully Guilty : and the Juſtice 
of God cannot be arraign'd, if He viſits 
their: Fathers Sins upon them together 
with their own ; becauſe by negleAing the. 
divine Admonitions in the Examples and 
Judgments of their Fathers, They highly 
aggravate their own; and more: than f// up 
the Meaſure .of their Fathers  Iniquitzes , 
who had not the Benefit of the ſame dread- 
ful Warnings and Cautions with them. This 
ſeems to be the Reaſon, that in the 26z7+þ 
Chapter of Leviticus the Plagues- and Pu- 
niſhments denounced are encreaſed accord- 
ing to the Duration and Continuance of the 
People's Tranſgreſſions., For we cannot 
-1vea fuller Proof that we a//ow, and do not 
confeſs the Iniquities of our Fathers, than 
by continuing in the Like - and if we do 


not confeſs and diſallow Them by an Aver- 
| C fion 
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fion from them .. we become hable: to :: be 
vi/ted for their and our own: Tranfgreffions. 
And accordingly our Say1our: tells the Jews, 
that the Blood of all the Prophets /bonld be 
required of that Generation even from righ- 
teons Abel: Becauſe *. ye bear Witneſs that 

ye allow the Deeds of $a Fathers. [I ihall 
proceed now, 

Secondly, To ſhew the great Induce- 
ment we have Zo /ove God and keep his 
Commandments from the Promiſe of his 
Mercy in the-latter Part of the Text ; an 
in order to ſecure the Continuance of that 
conferred: upon theſe Nations in the Bleſ- 
ſings of this Day. 

.'Tro the Promz/es. made to the Yew 
were of Goods Typical and Prefigurative of 

. eternal Rewards, yet 'tis evident that Re- 
wards temporal were expected. by Them, 
and originally intended by the divine Le- 

gi/[ator.. For if temporal Pumſbments were 
denounced for |the Breach of his Laws; it 
1s juſtly. inferred that Zemporal Bleſſings 

ſhould be the oppoſite Sanion, and aſlign'd 
to the Oz/ervance of them. And this by the 

Way is a good Argument (which has.been 

before touch'd upon) _ the Jewiſh De- 


"'® Luke 11, v. 4S. 


ſcendan ts 


(2x ] 
ſcendants - of rebellious and unrighteous 
Parents: ſhould not dread the: {L/mighty's 
Fenxeance upon. Account of Zherr Tranſ- 
greffions, who have no Reaſon to dread it 
for their own ; fince they are entitled to 
the Promiſes ; and it is as incongruous to 
his Nature; that He ſhould failin Point of 
his Fa:thfulneſs, as that He ſhould depart 
from the Rules of his Juice. And then 
the Caſe will be the ſame with Reſpect to 
Us; allowing for the different Diſpenſa- 
0x5, For the Promiſes to the Jezvs were 
ſpecial, a peculiar Form of Government, 
. and the Poſſeſſion of the Land of Canaan, 
a Land flowing with Milk and Honey : - but 
to Us they' will be derived, as the Laws 
are, as. upon a Nation, which is under a 
general Obligation from Reaſon and Truth 
(tho' there was not an expreſsCommand) to 
the Obſervance of them, and the Rewards 
will beadapted to our different Oeconomy and 
ConFKitution. All the general Bleſſings may 
. be ours in ExpeQation : ſuch as the Rain 
in. due Seaſon, :the Increaſe of the Earth, 
the | Fruits. of the Trees, Security from 
the Violence and Irruptions of wild Beaſts, 
Victory over our Enemies, Exemption 
from peſtilential and epidemical Diſeaſes ; 
Ls a C 2 and 
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and . in ;particular a. Continuancej of. the 
Civil and-Ecclefiaſtical -Eftabliſhinent.--So. 
that. thoſe, Wondg of our, Savieus: may re: 
late as well to the Rewards; as the Mater 
of the Law : For verily I ſay unto you; till 
Heaven and. Earih paſs; one: Fot or. one 
Tittle foall not paſs from the Lows till all 
be fulfilled. ', 

THzss are the Mercies, which we may 
expect upon. as: ſure. a : Foundation as the 
Promiſe of. God Almighty, if we: perform 
the Conditions, which: are exated by the 
Articles of this Law: which are Zo /ove 
Him and keep his Commandments : ' na Y, 
we may not only expect them upon our 
Selves, but entail them upon :our Poſterity, 
even 10, T. houſands, ; upon Condition,” that 
they walk in the ſame Steps. ; which ma y 
very - well compenſate for the ſeeming 
Rigourand Severity of the;Penalty.. Since 
then the Performance of this. Condition 1s 
of ſuch benign Influence upon Society, it 
1s of the higheſt Concernment to ſettle the _ 
juſt Notation, and utmoſt-Latitude of ithe 
Expreſſions containing Them. 7o love God, 
and keep His Commandments are in Scrip- 
ture of equal Extent and Signification : * For 
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this ts the Love 'of. God, ſays the Apoſtle; 
that-we keep His Commandments. ' They are 
inſeparabty:link'd together as the Cauſe and 
Effe& : the One being a manifeſt Proof and 
Evidence of the Other. Fealouſy, as an hu- 
man Paſſion, implies the Dread'of ſome Ri- 
val inthe Eſteem of the Obje& belov'd: and 
in the Divine Nature it is, as far as Words 
can expreſs it, an Indignation and Reſent- 
ment of. injur'd Majeſty upon Account of 
deſpis'd Favours, and:the Preference of the 
Creature, From whence we may from the 
Connection infer, that by this Demand up- 
on our Love, He means to engroſs and mo- 
nopolize all our Aﬀections, and particularly 
thoſe Demonſtrations of our Eſteem and 
Reverence, expreſs'd in every Kind of Wor- 
ſhip and Adoration, exclufive of all Equals, 
Rivals or Competitors. This 1s our Sa- 
viour's own. Comment upon the Words : 
* I bou ſhalt Love the Lord thy God with all 
thy. Heart, with all thy Soul, with all thy 
Mind, and with all thy Strength : gnd thy 
Netg hbour as thy Self. And if we refle& 
that. every Paſſion. indulg'd towards earthy 
Objects tends in ſome Meaſure to alienate 
our Minds from Hun, and ſo becomes /do- 
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tatry in a leſs groſs Senſe of ;the Term, - we 
may eafily. ſee the Juſtice and Propriety: of 
uſing theſe two:Exprefiions in a promiſcu- 
ousSenſe. Coverouſneſs, which comprehends 
moſt of the Sins forbidden under the Second 
Table, is exprelsly ſtyled 7dol/arry, as it 
tends to take off our ffetions from things 
above ; and where there 1s the utmoſt Kind- 
neſs and Tenderneſs on one Side, and a Cold- 
neſs and Indifference on the Other, it is as 
highly provoking, as a perfect Alienation 
15 intolerable. | DE OS 1 
Ir then we have any Regard to our Coux- 
try, which next under God is to engroſs all 
our moſt tender Aﬀections, if we haveany 
for our Se/ves, or our: Poterity, it is great- 
ly incumbent upon Us to promote: with 
the utmoſt Sollicitude an univerſal Obſer- 
yance of Thoſe Virtues, which are oppos'd 
to the Vices, mention'd under my former 
Head: that we ſhould by enr general Prac- 
tice evidence our untainted Cove to God, 
particularly in the Purity of His Horfbip, 
that we ſhould live in humble and dutiful 
Subjeftion to our King, and Brotherly: Love 
and Charity one towards another. Every 
Mercy, which we may receive obliges Us 
for our Intereſt ; and eyery One, which we 
| have 
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have receiv'd obliges Us from our Gratitude 
to theſe National Duties, which have the 
Pronnſe of the Text annex'd to Them. - But 
that undeſerv'd one of Zhis Day, which 
almoſt preceded ourRepentance for the cry- 
ing Sins of this Nation, and which was ſo 
wonderful in its Contrivance, ſo unexpect- 
ed in its Event, and fo important in its 
Benefits, 1s an Inducement, which will 
never ceaſe, whilſt Anarchy and Confuſion. 
are Curſes to a State, and want of Decency 
and Order 1s the Blemiſh of a Church. How 
muſt it fwell our Idea of this Blefling to- 
refle&, that we were this Day freed from: 
a Joke caſt upon Us by the Patrons of «ur- 
bounded Liberty; and confirm'd to Us by 
an intrepid, enterprizing, wicked Hero ;; 
who purſued this Maxim in his Politicks, 
© That Moral Laws oblige Men only in their 
* ordinary ConduR, and may be diſpenſed 

* with upon extraordinary Occaſions. It 
1s not ſtrange, that He ſhould trample upon 
the Sacredneſs of all Human Laws, who 
afſlum'd a Power of diſpenfing with the D:- 
. vzne: and whoſe wholeAdminiſtration was a 
continual Exerciſe of this Power under a 
pretended Shew of Piety and Religion: who 
in a quite different Senſe from that of the 
Apo- 
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Apoſtle's, was. all Things to all Men; was 
Deiſt, or . Enthuſiaſt, . as his  Politicks Te- 
quir'd; and for a quite different End, which 
inſtead of ſaving, : tended ito deſtroy our 
Church, and ruin our Conſtitution. The 
Effeas of this -Maxim were felt through 
that monSJrous [nterregnum, in which the 
beſt of Conſtitutions was rent into:Pieces, 
and reſoly'd into the lower Part, the Houſe 
of Commons ; which voted the Lords uſe- 
leſs and inſignificant ; and which was after 
rendered ſo itſelf by its faithful Servants, 
(as they ityle Themſelves in their Addreſs) 
the Officers and Leaders' of the Army : 
who, aftera ſhort Tryal of a perfe& Anar- 
chy, condeſcended to give the Preference to 
a Form of Government by conſtituting Ten 
Perſons of their own illuſtrious Body, whoſe 
hands had been imbrud in the Blood of their 
Countrymen,and who had madeDevaſtation 
and Ravages upon their Property, to regu- 
late the Afﬀairs of Church and State. Theſe 
Confuſtons and Irregularities were permit- 
ted by the Almighty to-prove to a //ubborn 
and rebellious Generation the Truth of the 
Apoſtle's Reaſoning, that the Good of the 
whole Society depends: upon a cloſe. Con- 


nexion and Union of the Parts: which'He 
| il- 
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illuſtrates from a Compariſon with the Na- 
tural Body. * But now are They many 
Members ; yet one Body. And the Eye can- 
not ſay to the Hand, I bave no need of Thee - 
nor again the Head 'to the Feet, 1 have no 
need of Tou. And then it follows: But God 
hath temper'd the Body together, having 
gzven more abundant Honour to that Part, 
. avhich lacked. That there /bould be no 
Schiſm in the Body, but that the Members 
Jhould have the ſame Care one of another. 
But in this unhappy Situation of Aﬀeairs, 
the Fee? of the Body Politick by cutting 
off the Head, and an Amputation of the 
Nobler Parts, were a miſerable Inſtance, 
that zf ove Member ſuffer all the Members 
| ſuffer withit, And it was as evidently de- 
_ monſtrated by that even Tumultuous Joy, 
which diſcovered it ſelf upon His Majelty's 
ſudden and almoſt miraculous ReForazzon, 
that z/ one Member be honour'd all the Mem- 
bers rejoice with it, What a ſurprizing 
Change was this from that moſt inhuman 
Precaution of the Parliament's, which once 
had a Thought of tranſporting the Loyal 
Families to the Plantations, for. fear they 
ſhould inherit their. Father's AﬀeQions ; 
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thin All ſeem'd by their Expreflions:of 
Love and Loyalty to be the obedient Chil- 
dren of a-Monarch, who by his gracious 
Conceſſions and. Condeſcenſions promiſed to: 
be the common Father'and Guardian of his. 
People ! This made 1t. manifeſt; that. tho' 
the Nation in general had not-before by 
Open Ations given Univerſal Signs of their 
Repentance ; yet that there was a general 
Diſpoſition towards i it in the People, which 
made Them ripe for this Mercy. . And-it 
might pleaſe the Almighty, to effe& ſo 
ſoon, with ſuch little Oppoſition, and in 
ſuch a ſecret and ſurprizing Manner: this 
great Revolution, that His Hand might be 
the more diſcernable in 1t, and that we 
might learn from the Manner. of this great 
Event to whom we ſhould aſcribe the Glo- 
ry. The Infatuation,and Poorneſs of Spirit, 
in the Arch-Rebel's Succeſſor ſeems to have 
been Providential; who, if | may ſo ex- 
preſs.my ſelf, was bully d out of the Pro- 
Zeftor/bip by His Friends ; whilſt His Mas» 
jeſty may. be ſaid, upon account of the dif: 
affected Members, to be Yozed into His 
Kingdoms by His Enemies. The great 
and /urbulent Spirit, and imperious and 
ſulting Air of the Officers, to the, Parlia- 
ment: 
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 mment on the other Hand gave ſuch Pfroyo- 
cation, as tended to the ſame End, to make 
Them look back towards their Righifu/ 
Prence; to acknowledge, recall, and at laſt 
to meet Him with Tears of Joy, whom be- 
fore by the hazard of their Blood They had 
forced into a diſgraceful Exile. By ſuch 
Means it pleaſed the Almighty to reſtore 
Monarchy, and to revive: #p:/copacy ; and 
to eſtabliſh that Good, - which was contrary 
to the Intention of the Deſigners, which, as 
the Lord C/arendon obſerves, *© is the great- 
* eſt Manifeſtation of God's peculiar Kind- 
© neſs toa Nation, which can be giyen in 
*this World. 

I SHALL now make Conclufions, with 
ſome_ Refletions upon the preceding Par- 
ticulars. 

.. firll, Ie [dolatry and a Corruption of 
the Purity of God's Worhbip is one of thoſe 
Sins, nay 1s that Sin, which the Almighty 
has particularly branded with the moſt 1n- 
famous and deepeſt Mark of His Fury and 
-Diſpleaſure, and which He has declared 
:He will 77/7 upon the Poſterity of Tranſ- 
greſlors, we may conclude that the Securi- 
ty of the Succeſſion in the preſent Royal 
Family and Protefant Line is the higheſt 
| D 2 Blefling, 
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Bleſſing, and moſt fruitful of happy: Con. 
ſequences, and ccompleats that, which we 
are now celebrating in' the- ReSGoration of 
Monarchy and Epiſcopacy. The Church of 
Rome it 1s well known has made void the 
Commandinent of the Text by its Tradi- 
tions ; which not-only allows its Members. 
to fall down and worſhip a graven /mage, 
but to repreſent the Likeneſs of the God- 

head it ſelf, which we are told by the Apo- 

ſtle, * zs n07 like to Gold or Stlver, or Stone, 
graven by Art, or Man's Device - its Cor- 

ruptions.1n other Particulars, are groſs and. 
palpable ;- and therefore a Monarch,. whoſe 
Principles would oblige Him to #7troduce 

and e//abli/b it, would prove a Scourge to. 
this Nation inſtead of a Ble//ing, and lay a 
Load of National Sins upon Us, which 
neither we nor our Children ſhould be able 
to bear. Inſtances 'of foreign States, who 
are under the Influences of this Religion, 

and which ſeem viſibly to be under no grea- 

ter Terrors and Apprehenſions than their 
Forefathers, do not make againſt this Poſt- 

tion, fince Man 1s not to preſcribe the. 

Times and Seaſons, or Rules for the Difl- 

penſations of the divine Juſtice or Mercy :- 
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but we preſume that this Nation would be 
ſabje& to a heavier Stroke from the Al- 
mighty's:Diſpleaſure, if it ſhould __ fall 
back, than-it was in the 77mes of z7s Ieno- 
rance, Which God might ſeem to wink at; 
which we urge from thoſe Words of the 
Apoſtle : * 72 zs berter for Them not to have 
known the Way of Righteouſneſs, than af- 
zer They have known it, to turn away from 
the holy. Commandment, delivered unto. 
Them. Upon this. Account likewiſe, be- 
cauſe Re/igzon 18 of ſuch Importance to a 
Nation, it becomes. the more immediate - 
Care of-the civil Magiſtrates ; whoſe Pro- 
vince it 1s to check and reſtrain the Licen- 
tzouſneſs. of erroneous, or wicked Men ;_ 
fuch particularly, whoſe Tenets admit of 
Idolatry, as are thoſe of ſuch Hereticks, 
who hold our blefled Lord to be a created: 
Being, and only a God by Grace, and yet. 
pay that Worſhip and Adoration to Him,. 
which is due only-to a God by Nazure. 
Secondly, Ir God ſo viſibly interposd in. 
the Reſcue of theſe Nations from the ca- 
lamitous Circumſtances, which their Sins. 
had involvd them- in, we may reaſonably 
hope for the Conz7nuance of that Mercy in 


the. 
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the Bleſſings, which we enjoy under the 
Adminiſtration of a Prance, who knows 
how to :preſerye His Prerogative without 
infringing upon'the Preaviledges of Parlia- 
mmnent, to make the Ererciſe of His on 
Power conſiſtent with the Le#berty and 
Property of the Saubjef, and who conftiders 
-Rel:gion, not, as the [nSirument of His 
Politicks, but as one main End of His Go- 
ernment, This not only demands, but 
Jecures -our Obedience: and therefore the 
Judgments and Puniſhments, with which 
1t pleaſed God to Y?/it our Forefathers, 
ſeem not upon Account of their Sins (ac- 
-cording to the Doctrine before explain d) 
to be reſeryvd for Us, or our Poﬀer:i/y, But 
then of what U/e is that annual Humzta- 
Zion, which it has pleaſed the Governors of 
our Church to appoint upon that Occaſion? 
and to what. End .1s its mournful Solem- 
mity direQed ? Is it only obſerved to hu- 
mour a Party, or to compliment the Me- 
amory of- an unhappily pious Prance? And 
can this counteryail for that Strife and De- 
bate, theſe Heart-burnings and Diviſions, 
which it 1s ſuppos'd to foment and-perpetu- 
ate? To. this it may be obſerved, that an 
accidental Evil ariſing from the Abuſe. of a 
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proper and' religious Infiintion cannot bs 
deem'd a good Argument againſt the Uſe of 
it, unleſs it tends to the Subver/ion and 
firufration of that End, for which it was 
erdain'd. We do not on that Day, as I 
preſume, endeavour. by the Sacrifice of a 
broken Heart to compenſate for the Ss 
of-our Forefathers, which were ſeverely 7. 
/ited upon theſe Kingdoms before the' Blef- 
fing of this Day, and which were commit- 
ted before we could AQ, or Think : for 
that would ſeem an abſurd Oblation. But 
we turn unto the Lord with Faſting, to 
mortify thoſe £Luss of our. own, which 
war in our Members, from whence come 
Wars and Fightings among/7 Us. We turn 
not unto Him with Weeping, as though 
we were guz/ty of their Sins, but out of Pzzy 
and Compaſ/ion towards Them, and to de: 
monſtrate an Abhorrence of thoſe unchri- 
ſtian Principles, which were the Cauſe of 
their unparallel'd Wickedneſs. We do not 
Pray to Him to forgive Zherr $:n5, who are 
long fince fallen aſleep, but to avert thoſe 
Judgments from Us by leflening the Num- 
ber of our own Tranſgrefſrons, which will 
fall with redoubled Force upon Us, if we 
imitate, and.perſeyere in Therrs, By this 
We. 
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awe bear Witneſs that We do not allow the 
Deeds of our Fathers ; and for that Reaſon 
become the fit Objets of his Mercy; we 
teſtify by our Appearance in his ho- 
ly Temple, that we loye, revere and a- 
ths Him, which are the Conditions of 
the Promiſe 'in the Text ; and we by an Ac- 
-knowledement of thoſe complicated Crimes 
of Rebellion, Murder and Hypocriſy, and 
-of the Evils conſequent upon Them, learn 
juſtly to prize and value the Ble//ing of this 
Day, to our Church and Nation. This 
one might imagine ſhould outweigh the 
Inconveniences; which may ariſe from the 
Malevolence of the Sowers of Diſcord, the 
few, miſguided or wicked Men, who make 
an 1ll Uſe of the Obſervance of it, which 
though it may not, whilſt we abhor and 
deteſt thoſe Sins of our Fathers, be abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, may yet for theſe Reaſons 
be judged by our Governours to be highly 
_ Proper and expeatent. 

Thirdly, And Laſtly, S1xc# the Hope 
of the Promiſe in the Text will be yain and 
fruitleſs without the Performance of the 
Condition of it : and this cannot be ſenfibly 
expreſsd, unleſs by external Signs and Aqi- 
'ONS, which can never be ſo well and proper- 
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ly exhibited. as: in tht: 4/embly. and' Con- 
 gregatlion.of. the. Saints, it is meet, right 
and our.bounden:Duty, more eſpecially to 
| embrace. thoſe Opportunities of doing it, 
when our Acknowledements will be moſt 
publick and open. This is the Reaſon, for 
which our Governours have ſet apart ſome 
Days of important and happy Event for a 
ſolemn and grateful Commemoration of the 
Bleflings already beſtowed, and for preſent- 
1ng.our Petitions for future Mercies. A 
bare Oblzvion, and Forgetfylneſs is not only 
ſtupid, but groſsly Criminal; and it was 
this alone, which Moſes tells the Jews 
could prevent Them from becoming the 
Pride of Nations : * Only take heed 10 thy 
Self, and keep thy Soul dilzgently, left thou 
forget the Things, which thine Eyes have 
ſeen, and lefT They depart from thine Heart 
all the Days of thy Life - but teach Them 
thy Sons and thy Sons Son. |1f the Sins of 
Fathers are derived in a Stream of Evils 
conſequential upon the Po/ersry ; their 
Virtues and the Bleſſings annex'd . flow in 
upon Us much more abundantly ; and this 
18a generous Reaſon, why we ſhould laud 
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and magnify God's.great and glorious'Name, 
whilſt looking beck. towatds the: Reformas- 
3:0n, we ive the Light of the Goſpel: break- 
ing through the. Clouds of /enoraxce and 
Super/tz1ton, caſt before it by Queen Mary's 
inauſpicious Reign, which were chac'd a-. 
way by that Superiour, female Genius, her 
Succeſſor, who cauſed it to ſhine forth in. 
its full Luſtre, and to refle& its. glorious. 
Beams upon our Conſtitution. . And not- 
withſtanding in the Time of the grand. Re- 
_ bellion * its Light was in ſome Meaſure. 
obſcur'd -by Error and Enthufiaſm, its. 
kindlyInflaences were ſtill preſerved by this 
bright and auſpicious Day, which ſhining 
through the Oppoſition of Poprfſo Zeal and. 
Fury, under the ſucceeding: Prince ſaw. a- 


Period put to His Reign by the Hand of ll 


Providence, leſt it ſhould Set in the Ruins. 
of our. Church and Conſtitution. Ar length. 
its Bleflings, fix'd upon the 1mmoveable 
Rock of the Succeſſion zz zhe preſent Royal 
Family and Proteftant Line, call more- 
loudly for our Praiſes and T hankſgivings, 
fuggeſting the Baſeneſs and Ingratitade of 
Thoſe, who ſhut their Ryes againſt its; Te 
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viving Beams, reproaching the furly Repub- 
tican: Spirit, and cheering and-enlivening 
thoſe generons, true born Erg/;/omesn, who 
are prepared and arm'd: to oppoſe the Ene- 
mies of Monarchy, and our happy E/abli/b- 
ment, Our Enemies ſuppreſsd, and our 
Dangers and Difficulties conquerd, we 
car ftitt with Retation to our Setves,affume 
the Words of Moſes to the Fews. * What 
Nation tis there [o great, who has God, [6- 
nigh unto Them as our Lord God, in all 
Things, which we call upon Him for ? And 
what Nation is there ſo great, that hath 
Statutes and Ordinances and Judgments ſo. 
righteous? And if ſo, their Continuance 
fthould be our Defire, our Study, our Care, 
- ourConcern; the Aim. of our Prayers, and: 
the Subje&t of our Praiſes, If he effefFual 
FJervent Prayer of one righicous Man a- 
vaitd- to the procuring a general Blefting; 
the zoint Prayers and Praiſes of a. Nation, 
concurring in the ſame Requelts, uttering. 
the ſame joyful Accents, and united at the 
ſame Time in the ſame humble and adoring. 
Geſture, ' muft needs be of great Force and 
Efficacy at the Throne of Grace : whilſt 
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and acknowledge : That 7 is a good Pits th 
ſing Praiſes unto our 'God,; yea @ joyful thn; 
pleaſant Thing it 45 to be Thankful, 
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